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Cooperative Planning Develops 
Innovative Solution 



Veterans Bridge Access Improvements 

• Access issues to Veterans Bridge 

• Number One transportation priority in BHJ Region 

• Concerned businesses brought into the solution process 

• ODOT, Steubenville & BHJ develop alternatives 

• Innovative solution results 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Veterans Bridge  



Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Veterans Bridge  

Market St Bridge  

Ft Steuben Bridge  



Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Veterans Bridge  



Ohio River 
Bridge Study 

 
Phase II 

September 2003 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
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SR7 & University  



Ohio River Bridge Study 

• In 2003, three Ohio River Crossings exist in the study area 

• Veterans Memorial Bridge (20,000 vpd) 

• Fort Steuben Bridge (4,000 vpd) 

• Market Street Bridge (6,000 vpd) 

• Fort Steuben Bridge is scheduled for demolition 

• Market Street Bridge in need of major renovation could close at any time 

• Access to Veterans Bridge (remaining bridge) high priority 
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 Ft Steuben Bridge Closed – Jan 2009 
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 Ft Steuben Bridge Demolished – Feb 2012 
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Ft Steuben Bridge Demolished – Feb 2012 
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Market St Bridge Renovation 
Jan 2010 to Dec 2011 
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Market St Bridge Renovation – Opens Dec 2011 
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Market St Bridge Renovation – Dec 2011 
5 Ton Load Limit 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
SR 7 & University Blvd 
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The bike trip was awesome 
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The bike trip was awesome 



Access to Veterans Bridge 
SR 7 & University Blvd 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
Access to LaBelle Ave 
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Access to Veterans Bridge 
 Access to LaBelle Ave 
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Project Constraints 
Retaining Wall 
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Project Constraints 
Railroad Bridge 
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Project Constraints 
Bifurcated Median 
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Project Constraints 
Hillside / Elementary School 
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Project Constraints 
Railroad / Ohio River / LaBelle Ave 
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Project Constraints 
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Veterans Bridge  



Veterans Bridge 
Access 

 

ODOT Certified Traffic 

2030 AM/PM Peak Hours 
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Veterans 
Bridge Access 

 

ODOT Certified Traffic 

2030 AM/PM Peak 
Hours 
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Veterans Bridge Access 

 

Simtraffic 7 © Presentation – Existing Conditions 
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Consultant Study 
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Consultant 
Veterans 

Bridge 
Access 
Study 

Recommendations 
 

Feb 2005 
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Bridge Access Study 

• Alternative 9A is recommended to be prefered alternative 

• “Buildability” of Alternative 9A is questioned 
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Bridge Access Study – Alt 9A 
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Bridge Access Study – Alt 9A 
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Bridge Access Study – Alt 9A 
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Bridge Access Study – Alt 9A 
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Consultant Study Follow Up 

• After review by ODOT and Locals, none of the 
recommendations were found to be satisfactory 

• Fall 2005-Bridge Access Sub-Committee of BHJ’s TAC formed 

– ODOT D11, Steubenville, Weirton, BHJ  

– Businesses from Half Moon Industrial Park Area 

– Businesses from LaBelle Avenue Area 

• Sub-Committee meets regularly to identify issues / solutions 

• Fall 2006-Bridge subcommittee designates Technical Group 
for further design alternatives at SR 7 & University Blvd 
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Consultant Study Follow Up 

• Technical Group Project Goals 

– Level of Service D or better at all study area intersections 

– Full movement access to LaBelle Avenue  

– US22 to remain limited access freeway 

– SR7 to remain limited access expressway 

– Signals are okay on University Blvd and also on SR7 

 

 

 

 
42 



Consultant Study Follow Up 

Fall 2006 to August 2008 

• Technical Group develops purpose and need statement 

• Technical Group develops numerous alternatives 

• BHJ develops exhibits 

• BHJ develops Simtraffic© models to verify feasibility & capacity 

• In the end, 32 alternatives were developed 
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Consultant Study Follow Up 

• Technical group develops matrix to filter feasible alternatives 

– Matrix is based on 

• Constructability 

• Capacity 

• Safety 

• Environmental issues 

• River front access 

• Cost 
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Summary of 
Effort 

Published 
 

August 2008 
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Summary of Effort 

• Summary of all work completed by Technical Group 

– Background 

– Final alternatives 

– Purpose and need statement 

– Decision matrix 

– Tables showing disposition of all alternatives 

– ODOT Certified traffic 

– Sketches of each alternative 

– Description of feasible alternatives with pro & cons 

– Highway Capacity calculations for existing conditions & feasible 
alternatives 
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Summary of Effort 

• Synchro/Simtrafiic© models were developed for later 
alternatives 

• Synchro © models used for later alternative sketches 
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Summary of Effort 

Purpose 

 

To improve access to the Veterans Memorial Bridge at Steubenville through 
the realignment and widening of adjacent connecting thoroughfares of 
State Route 7 and University Boulevard. 
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Summary of Effort 

Need 

The intersection of State Route 7 and University Boulevard currently 
operates at level of service C/D and was identified on the Ohio Department 
of Transportation’s top 200 traffic crash site locations in 2005. The 
intersection traffic signal currently operates with a split phase sequence on 
State Route 7 to address the identified crashes but is operationally 
undesirable. The West Virginia Division of Highways has indicated they will 
keep the Market Street bridge open until such time that the bridge 
deterioration requires its closure. The current deteriorated condition of the 
Market Street Bridge which is approximately one mile south of the study 
area is such that closure could occur at any time. Approximately 6300 
vehicles per day cross the Market Street Bridge. Closure of this bridge will 
have a severe traffic impact on the only remaining Ohio River Bridge 
crossing, the Veterans Memorial Bridge, especially the roadways serving the 
bridge, State Route 7 and University Boulevard.  
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Summary of Effort 
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Summary of Effort 
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Summary of Effort – Active Alternatives 

• Alternative 2b – No Build  

• Alternative 3c – Dual lane NB SR7 left turn lane, dual lane ramp 
to EB US 22, reduce EB US22 to one lane, relocate access to 
LaBelle Ave 

• Alternative 14i(j) – Alternate 3c with continuous flow 
intersection at SR7 & University Blvd, relocate access to LaBelle 
Ave 

• Alternative 15 – Relocate NB SR7 to align with ramp to EB US22, 
SB SR7 re-routed to EB US22 off ramp to University Blvd 
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Alternative 2b 
No Build 
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Alternative 3c  
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Alternative 14i(j) 
Continuous 

Flow 
Intersection 

CFI 
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Alternative 14i(j) – Check RR Bridge 
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Alternative 15 
Relocated 

SR7 
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Alternative Costs 
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CMAQ Fuel/Emissions Savings 
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CMAQ Fuel/Emissions Savings 
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CMAQ 
Funding 
Approval 
Feb 2009 

 
Environmental  

and 
Design Phases 
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Vets Bridge Access – Consultant Selection April 2009 
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Vets Bridge Access – Consultant Selection 
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TRAC Application 
July 2009 
 
Transportation 
Review 
Advisory 
Council 
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TRAC Application 
July 2009 
 
Transportation 
Review 
Advisory 
Council 

65 



Vets Bridge Access – Stakeholder Meeting 

December 2010 

• Stakeholders meeting scheduled 

• Bring all stakeholders and interested parties up to date 
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Vets Bridge Access – Stakeholders 
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Vets Bridge Access – Public Open House Meeting 

May 2012 

• Public Open House Meeting Scheduled 

• Bring project to general public and all stakeholders 

• ODOT District 11 secures $7.5 million in funding 
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Public Open House Meeting – Alt 2b 
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Public Open House Meeting – Alt 3c 
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Public Open House Meeting – Alt 14j 
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Public Open House 
Meeting  

 
Fact Sheet Handout 
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Public Open House 
Meeting 

 
Decision Matrix 
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Veterans Bridge Access 

 

Simtraffic 7 © Presentation – Alternative 14j 
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Vets Bridge Access – Public Open House Meeting 

May 2012 Public Meeting Follow Up 

• Alternative 14j selected for design 

• Project is scheduled for construction in FY 2016 
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Stage 1 Plans – June 2013 
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Stage 1 Plans – June 2013 
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Stage 1 Plans – June 2013 
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Vets Bridge Access Improvements 
Conclusions 

 

• Involving affected businesses early gains project support 

• Process was lengthy but necessary due to constraints 

• Involving affected maintaining agencies throughout the 

process created natural buy-in 

• ODOT District 11 in advocate role wins Central Office approval 

and $7.5 million in funding 

• Construction Scheduled for FY 2016 
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Veterans Bridge Access Improvements 
Cooperative Planning Develops Innovative Solution 

 

 
Dave Snelting, PE 

Transportation Engineer 

 BHJ Metropolitan Planning Commission 

124 N 4th St, 2nd Floor 

Steubenville, OH 43052 

740-282-3685 x 205 

dsnelting@bhjmpc.org 
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Questions? 


